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Monday 1 August
(temperature 27°C; humidity 55%; precipitation Omm)

Well - that was along journey! 8266k fo be precise! The flight from London fo Manaus
(Brazil) fook 17 long, dreary hours. We arfived at the hofel about an hour ago and Dad has
allowed me o do this quick update before bed. I'm prefty exhausted after all that
ravelling, so I'm more than ready fo go fo sieep now. | wish | had more energy though, as
Manaus looks like a prefty cool ciy fo explore. Dad calls it ‘the gateway o the Amazon
rainforest’ as if's the perfect place fo begin our expedifion. He is hoping fo organise some
fransport tomorrow o fake us info the heart of the rainforest. Af 10 years old, dad was
wortied that | might be foo young for a journey like fhis, so I'm really glad he changed his
mind and let me fag along. | hope | don't get in his way foo much.

Tuesday 2 August
(temperature 29°C; humidity 70%; precipiation Omm)

Did you know that the Amazon rainforest s the largest rainforest in the world? If's so big
that the UK and ireland can fitinfo it 17 fimes! After spending the day fraveliing through , |
‘can truly appreciate this fact.

We began the day sailing by ferry along the Rio Tapajés ( major hibutary of the Amazon).
The frequent roar of fhe howler monkeys was a constant reminder of how wild and
potentially dangerous this place can be. We also spofted plenty of caiman (a member of
the alligator family) sunning hemselves on the banks of the river. | prayed that our boat
‘wouldn't sinki Many, many kilometres lafer, we disembarked a fhe small fown of Alfer do
Chao. This was where Dad had amanged fo mee our guide, called Matheus. We spent a
few hours collecting the supplies we needed for our journey before jumping info a muddy
but sturdy looking off-roader, fo be driven deeper info the rainforest.

Sadly, the lovely air-conditioned dx4 has faken us as far as it can; the lastleg of our
jourey needs fo be done on foot. We have set up camp for the night and Dad is
aftempting fo heat up some biack bean and sausage slew on the camp fire. Currently, I'm
Iying unsteadily in a hammock, aftempting to write fhis entry. The hammock will hopefully
help me avoid fhe many snakes, spiders and insects that wander around the forest floor at
night. | don'* hink 'm going fo gt much sloep fonightl

Wednesday 32 August

Today has been tough! The humiidity has been unbearable and we've been hit by two.
forrential rainstorms. Despife this, we've managed fo walk over 15km fhrough some prefty
fough ferrain. The heat and humidily have sapped my energy though; I'm fired, grubby
and very sweaty. Nevertheless, the rainforest is a fruly magnificent piace. The frees are
absolutely massive. They have smoofh, straight frunks fhat shoot up for 100 feet or more,
before branching out o create a thick canopy, high above the forest floor. Light levels in
the forest can be very low at fimes, due fo the fhickness of the canopy. Matheus fold me
that in the places where he canopy is really thick. if can fake fen minutes for the rain fo
teach he ground. However, i hank fo hese condiions that so many species hive

here. Apparently, there are over 2.5 million fypes of insect living here - fhink I've been
bitten by half of them!
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I have no idea how Matheus did it but he managed fo deliver us safely fo our infended
desfinafion: the village of the Wajapi fribe. It was late when we arived so we have been
shown fo @ hut where

we are fo stay the night. | can't wai fo explore the village in the morming and Dad is so
‘excited about finally being able fo unlock some of the secrets of this magical place.

Thursday 4" August
(temperature 28°C; humidity 72%; precipitation Smm)

Today. | have discovered such a ot about the Waijapi people. They have ived in the
Amazon rainforest for thousands of years and have developed a deep understanding of
Hheir environment. These people are completely sel-sufficient. They grow their own crops
and eat fhe edible plants that grow nafurally around them. The river aso acts as an
important lifeline. They use it for drinking water, as @ means of tansport and as a place fo
hunt fish, turles, capybara and caiman. | admit fo being a il disappointed by the lack
of poisoned darls being used for hunling. Guns now appear fo be the weapon of choice.
This remoe village must have some links with the oufside world.

Unfortunately, we have been fold that loggers and developers are wanfing fo cut down
vast numbers of rees in the area. They want fo clear te forest so they can make way for
grazing

‘animals and crops. The fibe are concerned about the affect this will have on the
indigenous plants and animals. Dad has promised fo do all he can fo help profect this
area.

Dad spent many hours falking fo a very important person: fhe shaman. The shaman has
great knowledge of the local plants and animals and if's befieved fhat he can even
communicate with them. Dad is primariy here fo discuss the shaman's knowledge of
‘medicinal plants. Over fime, fhis fribe have leamt how o ufiise the healing properfies of
the plants growing naturally around them. Dad has always believed that the cure fo many.
diseases and ailments can be found in the plants of the rainforest. Luckily, the shaman has
allowed him o fake some samples of e plants ey use. | have my fingers crossed tat
these samples will help Dad find the answers he has been looking for.

Fiday 5" August
(temperature 30°C; humidity 79%; precipitation Omm)

Today has been hot and humid (as usual) but at least it hasn't rained! | spent a fun morning
‘playing with some children who were a similar age fo me. We had great fun tying fo
understand each ofher with the help of a bit of sign language and mime. Sadly, it was also
fime fo go.

The frek back fo the 4x4 didn't seem as bad this fime. | must be geffing used fo these
humid conditions. Although when Matheus tumed on the air-condifioning, | thought I'd
died and gone fo heaven. Biiss! We've a long drive ahead of us now before reaching the
fown of Alfer do Chdo. Dad wants fo spend the night there before sailing back fo Manaus,
ready to catch the fight home.

Even though I've found the rainforest incredibly tough at imes, Il never forget this once in

alfelime experience. | infend fo keep fhis diary in a very safe place, so when I'm old and
forgeftul, 1l st be able fo recall my days of adventure.
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Comprehension

Section A
1. How do we know that this s a diary?

2. Why did the diarist need fo sleep in a
hammock?

3. What different modes of fransport
has the diarist used fo get fo the.
village?

4. Iflarge numbers of frees get cut
down, how do you think this will affect

Section 8

6. How much rain has there been
today and how do you know this?

7. Why is the diarist worried about the
boat sinking?

8.In what ways has the day been
tough for the diarist?

9. The tribe have had fo learn how fo
use plants as medicine. Why is this?

11. Why isn't the diarist at school?

12. What does the word ‘Hibutary’
mean?

13. ‘Nevertheless, the rainforest s a
truly magnificent place.” Is this
sentence a fact or opinion?

14. Why do you think the river is a good
place fo hunt for food?

15. Do you think the diarist plans fo go
back fo the Amazon rainforest again?

the plants and animals?
10. What is the purpose of the.
5. Why did the children need fouse | brackets?
sign language and mime?
SectionC. SectionD

16. Why do you think they are going
into the rainforest?

17. Why is there a change of tense
within the entry for Tuesday 2' August?

18. What does the phrase ‘prefty fough
ferain’ suggest about the walking
conditions?

19. The fribe are described as being
‘self-sufficient’. What does this mean?

20. Why do you think the diarist wrote
the word ‘Biiss!” as a one word
sentence?
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